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Box No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
[ X ] the international application in the language in which it was filed 
[ ] a translation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 
[ ] international search (Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23 . 1 (b)) 
[ ] publication of the international application (Rule 12.4(a)) 
[ ] international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 



, which is the language of a 



2. 



With regard to the elements of the 

the receiving Office in response to 
annexed to this report): 

[ ] the international application 

[X] the description: 

[X] pages 1-13 

[ ] pages* 

[ ] pages* 
[X] the claims: 

[ ] pages 

[x] pages* 14-18 

[ ] pages* 

[ ] pages* 
[X] the drawings: 

[X] pages 1/9-9/9 

[ ] pages* 

[ ] pages* 
[ ] a sequence listing and/or any 



international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have beenjurnished tc 
an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not 

as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



as originally filed/furnished 
as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3 . [ ] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
[ ] the description, pages 
[ ] the claims, Nos. 
[ ] the drawings, sheets/figs 
[ ] the sequence listing (specify): 
[ ] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. [ ] This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, 
since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70,2(c)). ' 
[ ] the description, pages 
[ ] the claims, Nos. 
[ ] the drawings, sheets/figs 
[ ] the sequence listing (specify): 
[ ] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V ^easoi^^^^^ under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 1 
j applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 1. Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 


1-33 


YES 


1 Claims 


NONE 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


1-33 


YES 


1 Claims 


NONE 


NO 


1 Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 




YES 


1 Claims 


NONE 


NO 



Dl : CA2399290 Al (BEAULIEU, R. et al.) 23 August 2001 (23-08-2001) 
Novelty (N) ' 



Inventive Step (IS) 



step since, 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 

The subject matter of the claims is considered to be industrially applicable and thus fulfills the requirements of PCT Article 33(4). 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



Tlie following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question wheth^ the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

The description does not comply with PCX Article 5. A statement in an application, such as found on page 1 which incorporates by 
reference any other document, does not fully describe the invention. The description shall be complete in and on itself. A person 
skilled in the art should be able to understand the patent specification without reference to any other document 
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AMENDED CI.AIMS 
[received by the latemational Bureau on 14 My 2005 (14.07.05); 
original claims 1 to 33 replaced by new claims 1 to 33 (5 pages)] 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A container for providing a liquid mixture, the container comprising: a 
container member defining a cliarge holding space adapted to contain a 
fluid mixture, the .charge holding space being opened for allowing to 
withdraw the liquid mixture, and a steeping device having a housing 
defining a steeping chamber therein, the steeping device having a one- 
way flow control member allowing the introduction of a fluid in the 
steeping chamber without allowing leakages of the introduced fluid, the 
steeping device having an outlet aperture adapted for allowing the fluid 
introduced In the steeping chamber to flow into the charge holding 
space, 

2. A container as claimed in claim 1, whisrein the one-way flow control 
member includes an inlet membrane. 

3. A container as claimed in claim 2, wherein the inlet membrane includes 
a Silicone membrane. 

4. A container as claimed In any one of claims 2 and 3, wherein the 
steeping device comprises an inlet aperture in fluid communication with 
the steeping chamber, the inlet aperture being covered by the inlet 
membrane. 

5. ' A container as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the inlet 

membrane is mounted to the housing. 

6. A container as claimed In claim 5, comprising a support member 
adapted for mounting the inlet membrane to the housing. 

7. A container as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6, comprising an outiet 
membrane covering the outiet aperture and allowing the introduced fluid 
to flow into the charge holding space when the steeping chamber is 
filled- 
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8. A container as. claimed In claim 7, wherein the outlet membrane 
Includes one of a silicone membrane and a laminated film membrane 
seaiingly mounted to the steeping device. 

9. A container as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the 
container member comprises lateral \Afalls with a lower portion and the 
steeping device is mounted to the lower portion of the lateral walls. 

• 10. A container as claimed in claim 9, wherein the steeping device- 
comprises an engaging member adapted to engage the lower portion of 
the lateral walls. 

11. A container as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the 
steeping device comprises a filter paper disposed in the steeping 
chamber. 

12. A container as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein the 
steeping chamber is adapted to contain a steeping material therein. 

13. A steeping device for providing a liquid mixture, comprising: 

a housing defining a steeping chamber adapted to contain a steeping 
material therein and the housing having an outlet aperture allowing 
the withdrawal of a fluid introduced into the steeping chamber; and . 

a one-way flow control mehnber allowing the introduction of the fluid into 
the steeping chamber while preventing the introduced fluid to flow 
out from the steeping chamber therethrough. 

14. A steeping device as claimed in claim 13, comprising an* outlet 
membrane covering the outlet aperture and allowing the introduced fluid 
to flow outside the steeping chamber when the steeping chamber is 
filled. 

15. A steeping device as claimed in claim 14, wherein the outlet membrane 
Includes one bf a silicone membrane and a laminated film membrane 
seaiingly mounted to the steeping device. 
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16. A Steeping device as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 15, comprises 
an engaging member adapted to engage a container member to mount 
the steeping device thereto. 

17. A steeping device as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 16, wherein the 
one-way flow control member Includes an inlet membrane. 

18. A steeping device as claimed in claim 17, wherein the inlet membrane 
includes a silicone membrane. 

19. A steeping device as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 18, wherein the 
steeping device comprises an inlet aperture in fluid communication with 
the steeping chamber, the inlet aperture being covered by the inlet 
membrane. 

20. A steeping device as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 19, wherein the 
inlet membrane Is mounted to the housing. 

21 . A steeping device as claimed in claim 20, comprising a support member 
adapted for mounting the Inlet membrane to the housing. 

22. A steeping device as claimed in any one of claims 1 3 to 21 , wherein the 
steeping device comprises a filter paper disposed in the steeping 
chamber. 

23. A steeping device in combination with , a container adapted to contain a 
liquid therein, the steeping device comprising: 

a housing defining a steeping chamber adapted to contain a steeping 
material and having an Inlet aperture and an outlet aperture 
adapted to be in fluid communication with the steeping chamber, 
the housing being securable to the container, the outlet aperture 
being in fluid communication witii the container when the steeping 
device is mounted thereto; and 

an inlet membrane covering the inlet aperture, the inlet membrane 
allowing the introduction of a fluid into the steeping chamber and 
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preventing the Introduced fluid from leal<ing outside tlie steeping 
cfiamber througli tlie inlet aperture; and 

the container comprising an aperture allowing the withdrawal of the 
liquid from the container. 

i 

24. A combination as claimed In claim 23, comprising an outlet membrane 
covering the outlet aperture and allowing the Introduced fluid to flow into 
the container when the steeping chamber is filled. 

25. A combination as ciaimed in claim 24; wherein the outlet membrane 
includes one of a silicone membrane and a laminated film membrane 
sealingiy mounted to the steeping device. 

26. A combination as ciaimed in any one of claims 23 to 25, wherein the 
container comprises a lower portion and the steeping device is mounted 
to the lower portion of the container. 

27. A combination as claimed in claim 26, wherein the steeping device 
comprises an engaging member adapted to engage the lower portion of 
the container member. 

28. A combination as claimed in any one of claims 23 to 27, wherein the 
inlet membrane includes a silicone membrane. 

29. A combination as claimed in any one of claims 23 to 28, wherein the 
inlet membrane Is pre-pierced. ' 

30. A combination as ciaimed In any one of claims 23 to 29. wherein the 
Inlet membrane Is mounted to the housing. 

31. A combination as claimed in claim 30, comprising a support member 
adapted for. mounting the inlet membrane to the steeping device. 

32. A combination as claimed In any one of claims 23 to 31, wherein the 
steeping device comprises a filter paper disposed in the steeping 
chami^er. 
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33. A combination as claimed in any one of claims 23 to 32, wherein the 
steeping chamber is adapted to contain a steeping material therein. 
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